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LOMERIO TERRITORY: FROM THE REFUGE TO THE INDIGENOUS AUTONOMY

NUFLO CHAVEZ PROVINCE, DEPARTMENT OF SANTA CRUZ - BOLIVIA

The location of a refuge

The indigenous territory of Lomerio is located at 380 km. northwest of the city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, between the town of
San Antonio de Lomerio and the municipality of San Miguel, in Nuflo Chavez province of Santa Cruz department. The wider
region corresponds to the territory of the "Great Chiquitania”, which in ancient times, was the scene of the displacement of
sedentary groups of chiquitana family. At the colony times, it was administered by Jesuits reductions and at the republic, it was
besieged by the big landowner exploitation. In these processes, the Spanish occupations, Jesuits reductions and potentates
settled towns of white people and the indigenous persons fled and sought refuge in the Lomerio, into the forest.

A case of indigenous demand for land and territory

The experience of the population of Lomerios' territory has a high emphasis on achieving legislation and policies of the State,
through the appropriation and advocacy of the rights of indigenous peoples. This strategy is an option for ancestral nations
with long processes of resistance that challenge the sovereignty of States over their territories, and in the case of Lomerio, it
turns into a demand for land and territory, that in 10 years achieves 86,4% of the 300 thousand hectares aspired in the
beginning. Access to land and territory in Lomerio refers to a historical process of land restitution in the form of collective
ownership or Community Lands of Origin (TCOs), combining the legal struggle with resistance and political pressure in
processes that are expressed in a lot of collective marches from indigenous territories to the center of political power of the
State, since at least 25 years.
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